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Michigan History education can make it harder to leave Michigan, and it can help ensure that those who
explore the wider world return to share their talents and knowledge with Michigan.



When Michigan children explore their state's history they heighten their sense
of self and of place. They begin to understand the importance of exercising
their responsibilities in a democracy and to take pride in Michigan's
importance to our nation.
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November 5, 2005

Dear Friends:

It is an honor and privilege to welcome you to Odyssey 2005 All Star
Celebrity Gala, which preserves Michigan Historical Center education
programs.

Your generous support of Odyssey 2005 will ensure that the Michigan
Historical Center’s education initiatives will continue to serve more than
70,000 children annually throughout the state. Michigan History Education
is the foundation for citizen participation, as voters, volunteers, and public
servants. It will help those who explore the world, return to share their
talents and knowledge with Michigan and its children.

Again, welcome. Please accept my sincere thanks for your
contributions, and my very best wishes for your continued success.
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Key to all successful instructional programs are the dedicated teachers who inspire their
students and instill in them a passion for learning. Our outstanding 2005 Odyssey Award
winners are:
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Schroeder Elementary, Troy — Troy School District
¥ 4 *
Floyd Elementary, Midland — Bullock Creek School District
+ £ 4
Sand Lake Elementary, Sand Lake — Tri-County Area Schools
ot *’n:*
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Sterling Elementary, Carleton — Airport Community Schools

]:ach of These Oclgssey I’eci]DieIl[S will Teceive a ]DlacIue made
of Mic igan agate and a gSOO awalel,

(Odyssey 2005 Award Judges

Special thanks to those individuals who gave their time and support in assisting us in judging
the nominations for this year’s Odyssey Award recipients:

Kesstie (lark ... .. 2004 Award Winner ¢ Jelw .......... 2000 Award Winner
Rosemary (lavs ... 2004 Award Winner ~ Karen Jederev .. ... .. MI Dept. of Ed.
Kes [y ooooeennnn 2001 Award Winner ~ [febert [Juch......... 2003 Award Winner

Nogels Keva ... 2004 Award Winner ~ Jéame Welhan . ... .. MEMSPA
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Meet the 2005 Odyssey Award Recipients
Hors d” oeuvres and beverage service
7:00 pm to 7:45 pm

Food Stations
7:45 pm to 10:30 pm

Savory hors d’oeuvres and delectable desserts

Desserts and coffee

Beverage Stations

7:45 pm to 11:00 pm

Specialty Bar
7:45 pm to 11:00 pm

Awards Presentation

8:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Entertainment

Global Village-7:45 pm to 11:00 pm
Sierra Taylor-7:45 pm

Madonna-9:00 pm
Stevie Wonder-9:30 pm
Diana Ross-10:00 pm

Caricaturist - Dennis Preston

7:45 pm to 10:30 pm

Photographer

Picture yourself with Michigan celebrities!
Madonna-8:00 pm

Stevie Wonder-8:45 pm

Diana Ross-9:15 pm

Silent Auction
7:45 pm to 10:00 pm

Photo Pick-up
After 10:00 pm
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First Floor
Special Exhibit Gallery

Preview of the new exhibit
“A Soldier’s Life”

Second Floor

Michigan’s Territorial Capitol
Civil War Gallery

Lumbering Era
Growth of Manufacturing

Third Floor

1920’s Street Scene
At Home in the ‘50s Gallery

Second Floor
Arsenal of Democracy

Beverage stations featuring Michigan beer
and wines as well as non-alcoholic
beverages located throughout the second
and third floors of theMuseum

Second Floor

Woodland Diorama/Civil War Gallery
Featuring specialty martinis

Second Floor

Main Stage - Atrium

Second Floor
Main Stage - Atrium
Third Floor Stage

Third Floor Stage
Third Floor Stage
Third Floor Stage

Third Floor
1920’s Street Scene

Second Floor
Lumbering Era

Second Floor

Civil War Era. See program for complete
list of all items. All bidding ends at 10 pm.

First Floor
Museum entrance, south of the rotunda
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The Michigan Historical Center Foundation’s purposes are:

. to secure and provide financial support for the Michigan Historical Center, and

. to increase private and public sector knowledge, appreciation and support of
the Michigan Historical Center’s state-wide responsibility for museum, archival records,
archeological, historic site preservation and other Michigan human history education programs.

Feard of [)meclors

William M. Anderson

Patrice Merritt

Congressman Joe Schwarz, M.D.

Ludington Detroit Battle Creek

John Axe, Esq. Keith Molin Francis R.“Bus” Spaniola

Grosse Pointe Farms Ann Arbor Corunna

Nancy Danhof Deb Muchmore Jonathan T. Walton

East Lansing Laingsburg Grosse Pointe Farms

Mary Meade Fuger Randolph V. Ragsdale Jim Wardlaw

Grand Rapids Troy East Lansing

Mark T. Gaffney William C. Rands, IIT Sandra S. Clark, Ex Officio

Lansing Grosse Pointe Director, Michigan Historical Center
Lansing

Steven K. Hamp Douglas Roberts

Dearborn East Lansing

Julie Rodecker Holly Dulcie Rosenfeld

West Bloomfield Bloomfield Woods

[mends of Michigan [[islery [feard of [)ireclors

David H. Brickey Charles Seeley Paul Tarr

Evart Lansing Lansing

E. Chris Dancisak Tom Shawver Tom Truscott
Lansing Lansing Lansing

Adriana Greci Green Francis R. “Bus” Spaniola Geneva Wiskemann
Detroit Corunna Lansing

Dr. Richard S. Johnson Louise W. Stilwill Bill Wellman

East Lansing East Lansing East Lansing
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Special thanks to those individuals who gave their time and support in assisting us in this

year’s Odyssey Event:

Patricia Clark
Jane Aldrich
JoAnne Arasim
Chris Dancisak

Chair, Odyssey

WLNS TV

Department of History, Arts and Libraries
Department of History, Arts and Libraries

Nancy Danhof State Board of Education

Marnie Elden Department of History, Arts and Libraries

Diana Engle Department of History, Arts and Libraries

Larry Griffin Lansing Community College

Linda Grigg Grigg Media

Robert Johnson Department of Labor and Economic Growth

Barbara Koval Docent, Michigan Historical Center

Henrietta Kreft State Employees Credit Union

Cindy Krueger Department of History, Arts and Libraries

Julie Rodecker Holly DeRoy Testamentary Foundation

Cora Huguely Lansing Community College

Kent Love Wharton Center for the Performing Arts

Patrice Merritt Detroit Public Library, Inc.

Deborah Muchmore Marketing Resource Group Inc.

Carol Payne Michigan Historical Center Foundation

Barb Rinckey Event Professionals, Inc.

John Rosendahl Lee Wayne Corp.

Arlene Sierra Mid-Michigan MRI/MSU

Dave Surbrook d/s Events

Beth Thoreson AFT Michigan

Jim Wardlaw Publicom, Inc.

Casey Warner Department of History, Arts and Libraries

Steve Webster Michigan State University

Barbara Wheeler Docent, Michigan Historical Center
[

iy supgm rdiny Mlcargen i eory



2008 (clyssey Wenners

The word “odyssey” is defined as an extended,
adventurous voyage or trip. The annual
Odyssey Awards honors educators who excel at
teaching Michigan history. The awards are
appropriately named, as these teachers and
their students embark on a journey that is,
according to one award recipient,

“An Adventure That Never Ends.”

By Carolyn Damstra

This year, elementary teachers from Carleton,
Midland, Sand Lake and Troy will receive a pres-
tigious Odyssey Award, presented by the
Michigan Historical Center Foundation during
the Odyssey All-Star Celebrity Gala on Saturday,
November 5, at the Michigan Library and
Historical Center in Lansing.

Co-chaired by Governor Jennifer M. Granholm
and First Gentleman Daniel G. Mulhern, “The
Odyssey gala is an opportunity to give these
dedicated, outstanding educators a well deserved
round of applause—for inspiring their students
to enjoy learning and for helping Michigan’s
future leaders discover our state’s rich history,”
said Michigan Historical Center Foundation
Board Chair Deb Muchmore. Odyssey Award
recipients were selected based upon their depth
of knowledge about Michigan history, creativity
in teaching Michigan history and demonstrated
leadership, both in their local school district and
in the community. Odyssey Sponsors include,
Presenting Benefactor sponsor DeRoy
Testamentary Foundation; Presenting Patron
sponsors Art Craft Display, d/s Events, General
Motors—Lansing Operations, Ingham Regional
Medical Center, Mid-Michigan MRI, David C.
Morris and Ahptic Productions. For more infor-
mation about the Odyssey Awards, visit
www.Michiganhistory.org.

Jessica Reder—Floyd
Elementary, Midland

Since Jessica’s students are
mostly disadvantaged and
rarely get the opportunity
to learn about parts of the
state outside the Midland
area, she makes that possi-
ble. When field trips were
eliminated due to budget
constraints, Jessica led a
fund-raising effort that
allowed her students to tour the State Capitol
and the Soo Locks. “It was all worth it when I
saw their eyes light up as we crossed the
Mackinac Bridge, and a freighter was traveling
underneath. They really got it, they saw the real
Michigan?”

In the classroom, Jessica uses literature to help
students see the development of our state
through the eyes of fictional characters.

Her students also conduct research and create
timelines and videos on Michigan history. Floyd
Elementary principal Rod Dishaw believes,
“While it would be easier to rely on a textbook
and tests to teach and measure student learning,
Mrs. Reder has an inherent teaching style that
brings the time periods of Michigan history
alive”

Michele VanderVelde—
Sand Lake Elementary,
Sand Lake

When she began teaching
twenty-two years ago,
Michelle was frustrated
that the Michigan history
textbook did not corre-
spond with the state’s curriculum outline, so she
set to work forming her own ideas. Her big
inspiration came from a lighthouse workshop at
remote St. Helena Island, where she returns




When we honor the people who went before us, we acknowledge the
continuity of humankind and the importance of making wise choices as we
make own our contributions to family, community, state, nation and world.

every summer as a volunteer staff member. Back
in the classroom, Michelle and her students
become “keepers” in period dress and learn
about geography, history and economics
through lighthouses. According to eighth-grade
teacher Christine Parsons, Michelle “instills a
love for Michigan in her students. They typically
beg for family vacations with Michigan histori-
cal destinations in mind”

A timeline with pictures of key Michigan events
circles Michele’s classroom, where students
build models and create PowerPoint presenta-
tions about Michigan lighthouses. They also
take a field trip to climb the Muskegon light-
house. Her students learn maritime history from
actual e-mails from workers aboard Great Lakes
freighters and move magnetized freighter
images through the lakes marking their loca-
tions. Michelle strongly believes teachers can
“make students better citizens. I want them to
fall in love with their state”

Thomas Wiltse—
Sterling Elementary, Carleton

Thomas Wiltse makes
history fun and
vibrant. His classroom
is a “mini-museum,’
featuring beaver pelts,
maps and two life-size
British and American
soldier cutouts.
“Students are
absolutely mesmerized
by the sight and can’t help but want to know
more!” said Sterling fourth-grade teacher Mary
Ann Jakubczak. His students experience the
thrill of paddling a voyageur canoe on a
Michigan river and, along with their families,
build replicas of Michigan forts. He wants to “get
them out there, living the history and not just
reading about it in a textbook”

Tom received many thanks form the community
for rejuvenating the school district’s annual
fourth-grade Pioneer Day, where more than 250
students dress in period clothing, and enjoy
historical reenactors, displays, music and food.

Literature is also important in Tom’s curricu-
lum. Besides using novels in the classroom, he
writes original Michigan history plays that the
entire school looks forward to seeing. His goal is
to “make students love social studies.”

Jennifer Goedtel -
Schroeder Elementary,
Troy

Jennifer is inspired by the
“the beautiful state and
Great Lakes, but first and
foremost her students are
her inspiration—their
wonder and enthusiasm!”
Jennifer organizes an
annual Lumberjack Day for all fourth-grade
classes that includes period costumes, food,
music, storytelling, literature and role-playing.
Her students also play a game where they earn
points by researching the history of Michigan
cities and then move game pieces around a
Michigan map. According to Troy school district
social studies coordinator Marti Peterson,
Jennifer “is an excellent storyteller and students
will learn a great deal about Michigan history
from the stories and legends she shares”

A Minnesota native, Jennifer fell in love with
Michigan while watching the sunset from Fort
Mackinac. She instills her passion for nature in
her students, who often get their families to visit
the state parks. “Once they’re connected, chil-
dren become respectful and want to preserve
and protect what they have and become stew-
ards,” said Jennifer.
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Michigan State University
and
Sparrow Hospital

PROUD TO BE A
PART OF MlicHIGAN'S
RICH AUTOMOTIVE
HERITAGE

General Motors
Lansing Operations




When we teach our children about the past, we are endowing our state’s future—telling our
children that they, too, have a place in our great epic and empowering them to dream.

David and Betty Morris

proudly support
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Educating Children, Exploring the Past

REGIONAL MEINCAL CENTER

A McLAREMN HEALTH spaver

An Odyssey 2005 Patron Sponsor
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A Proud Patron Sponsor of Odyssey 2005

VW Art Craft
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An Odyssey 2005 Patron Sponsor
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An Odyssey 2005 Patron Sponsor
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(lkal Village

An Odyssey 2005 Friend Sponsor
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An Odyssey 2005 Friend Sponsor
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An Odyssey 2005 Friend Sponsor

(onlribuling Spensors - 9350 - 1500

AFT Michigan
Auto Body Credit Union
Clark Farms
Clark Properties
Classic Wines
Engineering Graphics, Inc.
Friends of Michigan History
Larry Meyer and Michigan Retailers Association
Michigan Brewing Company
Michigan Chamber of Commerce
Miller Ice Sculptures
Muchmore, Harrington, Smalley & Associates, Inc.
Shirley Pasant
Preston Cartoon & Design
State Employees Credit Union
WK. Kellogg Foundation

Hogt pr:mi ee grongofg:

John and Linda Axe
William and Anna Anderson
Nancy and Bill Danhof
Grady and Patrice Merritt
Jane and Keith Molin
Deborah and Dennis Muchmore
Mr: and Mrs. William C. Rands, lIl
Dulcie and Norman Rosenfeld
Congressman Joe Schwarz, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan T. Walton
Jim and Vicki Wardlaw
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0 Wine donated by John and Linda Axe
(2 Bottles of 1983 Cos D’Estournel, 2 Bottles of 1985 Du Cru Beaucaillou,
2 Bottles of 1997 Haut Brion)
0 Carol Basso (Original still-life oil painting)
0 Blue Water (Autographed sports memorabilia)
0 Boyne USA Resorts (Resort package)
0 Breslin Center (A family show, up to 18)
0 The Cadillac Club (Dinner for 4)
0 Courtyard Marriott at Auburn Hills (2 one-night accommaodations)
0 Dusty’s, Inc. (Gift certificate)
0 The English Inn (Night in the Chelsea Room)
0 Gilbert & Blake’s (2 Dinners for 2)
0 The Grand Hotel (2 night package)
0 Greater Lansing Convention & Visitors Bureau (Suite at Oldsmobile Park)
0 Hawk Hollow (Golf package for two)
0 Hawk Hollow (Golf package four four)
0 Impression Five Science Center (Family membership)
0 Lansing Center (Dinner for 8-10 in your home with Chef Hadley)
0 Lee Wayne Corp (Specialty golf bag)
0 The Majestic (Golf package)
0 Marriott Detroit at the Renaissance Center (2 one-night accommodations)
0 Metro Detroit Convention & Visitors Bureau (4 Piston tickets)
0 Michigan Historical Center Foundation (autographed All-Star Celebrity framed poster)
0 Michigan Historical Museum Store (Gift basket)

0 Michigan State University Men’s Basketball (Basketball autographed by Tom Izzo)
0 Michigan State University Women'’s Basketball (Basketball autographed by JoAnne McCallie)
0 Potter Park Zoological Society (Family membership)

0 Museum Staff & Volunteers, Docent Guild & Everlasting Stitches
(Split Rail Album Quilt of famous Michiganians)

0 Taliaferro/Grau Associates (2 hours of corporate training)

0 Tanger Outlet Center ($100 gift certificate)

s LeGourmet Chef (Holiday Gift Basket)

» Samsonite Company (Luggage set and duffels)

1 WestPoint Bed Bath & Linen (Plush bathrobes)

- Wilson’s Leather (Briefcase)

0 University Club (Spa package)

0 Joyce Weiss (2 hours public speaking and 2 autographed books)

0 Wharton Center for Performing Arts (Theatre tickets)

0 Stevie Wonder (DVD and autographed photographs)

0 Four Redwing tickets
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MicHIGAN HiSTORICAL MUSEUM

First Floor

Elevators to
exhibits

Washtenaw Street and Parking
v

Office / [(
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MicHIGAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Second Floor

Lumbering
Thester

Staire To Second Floor
Mezzanine

To Courtyard P

Topographical Map

Elevators Stete Archives
of Michigen

Securi Access to
n Men’s Restroom n Women's Restroom E Telephone :Z;“;t};&f?/ (5- 3:\2‘1{?:“ A:CLC !
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MicHiGAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Third Floor

Emergency
Exit

Speakeasy and
192Qs Hallway

) Arsenal of
N
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Dealership

At Home in
the 1950s

T

Bungalow Ratlroad Depot

l. The Great

QN Depression

1957 Detroit
Auto Show

Public
Stairs

THIRD
FLOOR
MEZZANINE

The
Sixties

Farm and

Lakes and Factory
Land
—
®
Transition
Bridge
Elevators

= Men’s Restroom = ‘Women’s Restroom m Telephone . HM:M%MMM@\ F. Ms.»s_. ”n”an_.mo
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Arthur Rodecker *
Julie Rodecker Holly
Sarah Keidan
Gregg Watkins
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ommunity Schools)
ills Public Schools)
Park Public Schools)

n Public Schools)

aslett Public Schools)
ngsburg Community Schools)
and Rapids Public Schools)

st-Walsh (Milan Public Schools)

s Ely (St. Johns Public Schools)
Hanna (Berkley School District)

e Pacioni (Utica Community Schools)
Palmer (Petoskey Public Schools).

aterford Public Schools)

t Community Schools)

i (Diocese of Lansing)
1 Public Schools)

Odyssey 2003

Catherine Bulera (N.I.C.E. Community Schools)
David Follis (Camden-Frontier Schools)
Robert Ulrich (East Lansing Public Schools)
Linda Williams (Independent Wayne County School)

Odyssey 2004

Kristie Clark (Bullock Creek School District)
Rosemary Claus (East Detroit Public Schools)
Angela Kava (Independent Kalamazoo School)
Ellie O’Donnell (Escanaba Area Public Schools)

Barb Austin, Jan Dodge, Jeff Joneson (Harbor Springs Public Schools)



